
VA strike team administers COVID-19 Vaccines to Rural Veterans 

The North Florida/South Georgia 
Veterans Health System 
(NF/SGVHS) moves forward in 
developing innovative ways to 
provide COVID-19 vaccines to 
Veterans that live in rural and 
underserved communities.  

On March 11, 2021, a strike 
team of staff from Malcom 
Randall and Lake City Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Medical Centers 
traveled to Perry Elks Lodge 
#1851 in Perry, Florida to host a 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic for Veterans currently enrolled for VA health care within 
NF/SGVHS.  

To increase vaccination efforts to rural Veterans, the health system repurposed its 
Geriatric Research, Education, and Clinical Center (GRECC) Education Mobile Unit to 
transport the COVID-19 vaccine to the clinic.   

The GRECC Education Mobile Unit, 26-foot motorhome focus prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, was to provide on-site education opportunities on geriatrics/aging topics to 
VA staff and Veterans located in rural communities. “Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and related travel/social restrictions our mobile education unit outreach was 
suspended,” stated Carmen Fernandez, Associate Director for Education of the 
GRECC. “We are delighted that the mobile unit was repurposed and employed by the 
VA strike team to extend COVID-19 vaccination efforts.”  

The COVID-19 Vaccine remains limited in many communities. The actions taken by the 
VA Strike Team ensured that Veterans did not have to travel close to 50 miles to 
receive a vaccine at the VA Outpatient Clinic in Tallahassee, Florida. “It was a quick and 
pain free process.” explained 54-year-old Army Veteran and Perry, Florida resident, 
Kevin Frisby, “I was able to save money by getting the vaccine in my hometown. I didn’t 
have to waste money filling up my gas-guzzler truck.”  

The VA strike team plans to schedule several other vaccination clinics for rural Veterans 
utilizing the GRECC Education Mobile Unit.  “This is a really exciting time for us, and we 
are looking forward to expanding our vaccination efforts to reach the Veterans who 
aren’t able to come to us,” explained Courtney Guidry, Associate Chief of Pharmacy 
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Operations. “Plans are 
underway to set up a similar 
vaccination clinic in 
Thomasville, Georgia.”  

As of March 11, 2021, 
NF/SGVHS provided the 
COVID-19 vaccine to more 
than 58,735 Veterans and 
VA employees. Veterans 
who are enrolled and 
receiving health care in the 
VA are eligible to get the 
vaccine. Veterans can call 

352-548-6000 ext.103755 to schedule an appointment. The three approved vaccines 
availability will vary by location. Veterans may also notify their primary care team of their 
interest in receiving the vaccine.  

Veterans who are not enrolled or do not currently receive care at VA can visit VA's 
Eligibility web page to learn more at https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/  

Get the latest information related to COVID-19 Vaccine distribution information 
https://www.northflorida.va.gov/NORTHFLORIDA/services/covid-19-vaccines.asp   

 

Photo 1: 62-year-old Army Veteran Kenneth Francis discussing paperwork with April 
Murray, RN before receiving his COVID-19 Vaccine at the Elk Lodge #1851 in Perry, 
Florida.   

 

Photo 2: The Geriatric Research, Education, and Clinical Center (GRECC) Education 
Mobile Unit outside of the Malcom Randall VA Medical Center before leaving to 
transport COVID-19 Vaccines to the Elk Lodge #1851. 
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