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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
VA to Host Dr. King, Jr.  Celebration
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _GoBack]LAKE CITY, Fla. — The Lake City Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center of the North Florida/south Georgia Veterans Health System will hold their annual Birthday Celebration for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Friday, January 19, 2018 beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium.  The theme for this year’s birthday celebration is “Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day on…Not a Day Off!

The Keynote Speaker is Grover (Anthony) Lewis.  Anthony was born October 23, 1963 to the late Grover Lewis, Jr. and Romania Jones-Newman in Lake City, Florida. He is the fourth son born to this union. He was born and reared in the small but close knitted community, called Winfield, north of Lake City. He attended Huntsville United Methodist church as a youth where he accepted Christ at an early age. He attended the public schools of Columbia County, graduating in 1981. Attended Lake City Community College, and later graduated with a Master’s degree in Business and Public Administration.  He is now perusing a masters in Practical Theology. He worked for twenty-five years with Potash Corp, as a Safety & Health Specialist. Tragedy struck life but he didn’t allow this to stop him from being the activist and motivator he was called to be. He believes that trails make each of us better than we could ever imagined. 

NF/SGVHS Deputy Public Affairs Officer Cindy Snook said “they honor the legacy of Dr. King annually. “It’s a time set aside to remember, teach, and above all never forget, “she said.”  Snook said the expected highlights of this year’s celebration will be the remarks by Anthony Lewis.

 “In keeping with the theme, at the Lake City VA Medical Center, we proudly take up that call each day,” said Maureen Wilkes, Associate Director, Lake City VAMC. “American Veterans and their families are our one and only priority. Their welfare and support is our mission. And, in keeping with Dr. King’s teachings, we are honored to have the opportunity to serve those who served.”

Snook said it’s important to continue the long-standing tradition of having a program honoring Dr. King’s Birthday.

“We are gathering together to celebrate a great American, a great leader, and a great humanitarian,” she said. “The celebration of the legacy of Dr. King during the ceremony is extremely important. It gives us an opportunity to gather together and celebrate the vast diversity within this country and remember the importance of uniting together as one.”

This program is open to the public. For additional information, contact Valerie Herring, African American Special Emphasis Program Manager at (352) 376-1611 ext.6653.
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