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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
VA to Host Dr. King, Jr.  Celebration
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]GAINESVILLE, Fla. — The Malcom Randall (VA) Medical Center of the North Florida/South Georgia Veterans Health System will hold their annual Birthday Celebration for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Friday, January 12, 2018 beginning at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium.  The theme for this year’s birthday celebration is “Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day on…Not a Day Off!

The Keynote Speaker is Evelyn Foxx, President, Alachua County Branch, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  Evelyn was born in Riceboro, Georgia and is the oldest of nine children.  As a fifth grader, she attended her first NAACP meeting in the company of her first-grade teacher, who recognized a passion for justice in her young student.  Evelyn has been faithful to that passion throughout her adult life. As the President of the local NAACP chapter, Evelyn Foxx acts quickly in the peaceable spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “We must come to see that the end we seek is a society at peace with itself, a society that can live with its conscience.” Evelyn’s efforts have brought recognition for her many contributions:   2017 Rosa Parks Quiet Courage Award, Girl Scouts 2016 “Woman Who Made a Difference” and the Pleasant Street Historical Society Community Service Award, Santa Fe College 2010 “Woman of Distinction,” and the NAACP President’s Awards (both State and local and more.  She currently serves as a Board member for Girls Place and the Cotton Club Museum and Cultural Center.  She is Deaconess with Dayspring Missionary Baptist Church.  And she is a past Board Member of the MLK Commission of Florida, the United Way of North Central Florida, as well as serving as past Chair of the Gainesville Housing Authority.  She is a graduate of the Gainesville Sun Focus on Leadership Class of 2003.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In keeping with the theme, at the Malcom Randall VAMC, we proudly take up that call each day,” said Thomas Wisnieski, Director, North Florida/South Georgia Veterans Health System. “Our military Veterans and their families are our highest priority; the people who serve them are our most treasured resource. Diversity was central to Dr. King’s vision and is a key value for the VA workforce — toward the success of the organization and to ensure no Veteran will “walk alone.” 

This program is open to the public. For additional information, contact Valerie Herring, African American Special Emphasis Program Manager at (352) 376-1611 ext.6653. 
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