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Patient Education Information Sheet 
North Florida/South Georgia 
Veterans Health System (NF/SGVHS)

Radiology Service, Villages
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening
Orange Sheet
You are scheduled for the following Ultrasound Exam:

· Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) Screening 
What is an AAA Screening:

· The main blood vessel in your body is the aorta (say: a-or-ta). It is a long blood vessel that reaches from your chest into your abdomen. It carries blood from your heart to the rest of your body. The part of the aorta in your abdomen is called the abdominal aorta. It supplies blood to your stomach, pelvis and legs.

· An aneurysm (say: an-yur-izm) is a weak area in a blood vessel. If a blood vessel weakens, it starts to swell like a balloon and becomes abnormally large. If an aneurysm forms on your abdominal aorta and grows too large, your aorta may tear or burst. 

· The US Preventative Service Task Force recommends one-time screening for abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) for men aged 65-75; especially those who have smoked cigarettes or have a family history of AAA’s. 
You do not have to do anything to get ready for this exam.
Please check in at the Radiology Waiting Area, at your scheduled appointment time. 

Contact: (352) 674-5000, extension 1482 
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Visit your NF/SGVHS Internet site at: 
http://www.northflorida.va.gov
AAA Screening
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