Standard Operating Procedures for Health Service Research & Development (HSR&D) Rapid Responds Projects (RRPs)

As the Rehabilitation Outcomes Research Center of Excellence (RORC) is the HSR&D Center of Excellence at the NF/SGVHS, they will oversee the reviews of the HSR&D RRPs that are generated at the NF/SGVHS.  As these usually have a turn around time of less than a month, and seldom are able to go through the standard review process of the Research & Development (R&D) Committee, the RORC will serve as an ad hoc review committee for the R&D Committee. They  will conduct an internal review of the project, assuring that their review standards include those assuring the scientific quality of research projects, the protection of human subjects in research through the facility’s Human Research Protection Program (HRPP), the safety of personnel engaged in research, , and that the proposal in question has met those standards prior to submission.
PROCEDURE:

1. The investigator desiring to submit an HSR&D RRP will contact Dr. Rebecca Beyth or Dr. Diane Cowper-Riley with their intent to submit.  

2. Drs. Beyth and Cowper-Riley will conduct a thorough review of the proposal, and in the form of the RORC’s now standard Mock Study Section review process, produce a written, signed review to be submitted to the R&D Committee at the next meeting.

3. The RORC representative to the committee will confirm that the review and assurance of the quality of scientific and ethical content was such that the proposal was qualified for submission. 
4. As the R&D Committee will have to approve these proposals after they have been sent, the RORC will provide for the minutes of the meeting a copy of the signed review and will certify that the proposal met the standards of the NF/SGVHS research program.

5. Any PI not connected directly with the RORC will need the permission of Dr. Rebecca Beyth and Dr. Charles S. Wingo as ACOS of R&D to submit an HSR&D RRP proposal.  This will be done in writing with both of their signatures.
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