Who May Conduct Research at the VA
 *Form letters for the following written permissions and/or statements are available from Jaime (x. 5955) at your request.

1.  Fee basis, contract and consultant level physicians must receive express written permission of the VA R&D Committee in order to utilize VA facilities for research.  Requests for R&D approval may be sent to the SCI with the project submission.

2.  Residents, fellows, and students cannot be principal investigators on VA projects but can submit a written statement* from a full-time or part-time VA-compensated individual requesting to serve as the VA investigator.  The VA-compensated individual must have no less than Sub-Investigator status on the IRB project record.  

3.  A VA-Without Compensation (WOC) appointee, e.g. university employee or non-M.D. faculty member, can serve as a principal investigator by providing a written statement* from a full-time or part-time VA-compensated individual who will be responsible for the items listed in number 5 (below).  The VA-compensated individual must have no less than Sub-Investigator status on the IRB project record. 
4.  Any research support staff that is not VA-compensated must apply to the Research Service Program Support Clerk for a VA-WOC appointment. 

5.  The written statement from the VA-compensated individual must affirm that he or she will oversee all aspects of the project for compliance with VA Research policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, the following:

· Adverse events

· Modifications to the protocol

· Modifications to the informed consent

· Sponsor changes, letters from the sponsor, DSMB reports

· Protocol deviations

· IRB annual renewals

· VAMC annual renewals

· Project closure

The written statement must be sent to the Subcommittee for Clinical Investigation with the project submission.

