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With the change in modern warfare and military operations, the injuries sustained by today’s soldiers are different from past military engagements.  Injuries that probably would have resulted in death in earlier combat engagements are today not as lethal due to advances in military protective gear worn by the troops.  As a result of greater survival, however, the returning OEF/OIF veterans may have a greater need for rehabilitation due to residual deficits from traumatic injury, or polytrauma injury, than any other period of service veterans preceding them.  Unfortunately, very little is known about access to rehabilitation services, the rehabilitation needs or patient outcomes of OEF/OIF veterans who sustained injuries while on active duty.
The objectives of this project are: (1)  To identify a cohort of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF)/Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) combat veterans who accessed Veterans Health Administration (VHA) facilities for conditions and injuries sustained while on active duty, merge the identified cohort with VHA workload data sets to obtain socio-demographics, medical diagnoses, and utilization information on these individuals, and to identify a subgroup of veterans who are potential candidates for physical medicine and rehabilitation services; (2) To use Geographic Information System (GIS) tools to ascertain veterans’ access to differing levels of VHA rehabilitation and medical services offered to veterans with potential need for rehabilitation services; and (3) To investigate the health services utilization, especially the receipt of both inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation services, provided to these veterans for a one year follow-up period.
