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Patient falls are the most common incidents reported in hospitals, and are increasing rapidly. About 10% of falls in hospitalized patients result in serious injury (2% fracture).  There are significant costs associated with falls in acute-care settings, including patient care costs, increased length of stay and liability.  Studies of falls in hospitals tie together concepts of geriatric medicine, patient safety and health care quality.  Our team, based at Methodist Healthcare-University Hospital, in Memphis Tennessee has conducted both observational and intervention-based studies to identify risks for falls and possible preventive measures.  We are currently conducting an NIA sponsored study to determine if proximity alarms reduce the risk of falls in hospitalized patients.
