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2 Year Old Labrador Joins Lake City VAMC Family

Veterans and staff of Serenity Place (Hospice Unit) at the Lake City Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC)
are excited about the arrival of a new family member. Jodi, a 2 year old black, female Labrador joined the VA
on May 5" Trained by Melissa Blom from New York, Jodi was given to the VA by a division of the Guide Dog

Federation called America’s Vet Dogs, Veterans K9 Corps, Inc.

Many entities within the community joined forces to make this a reality. Dr’s Kevin and Tracy Hawthorne of
Lake City Animal Hospital have volunteered their services to provide continuous veterinarian care and
grooming for Jodi. The Military Officers Association of America, Suwannee River Valley Chapter donated
Jodi’s dog accessories to include bowls, bedding, storage containers, leashes and toys. The Benevolent and

Protective Order of the Elks and the American Legion Department of Florida will provide the dog food.

“Research has shown that a pet can help a person better cope with stressful events, prevent loneliness, and
decrease depression,” said Ellen Davis, Clinical Nurse Educator, Serenity Place, Lake City VAMC. “When used
on Hospice/Palliative Care, it was found that being in physical and emotional contact with an animal can have

a great benefit and help the resident communicate better.”

Welcome to the family, Jodi! We are all glad you are here.

te 4t



