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All transportation of animals should be planned to minimize transit time, address any occupational health risk, and protect the animals particularly in regards to physical trauma, temperature extremes and overcrowding. The transportation of animals must be described in a VA Animal Component of Research Protocol (ACORP) which is approved by the IACUC. Investigators may transport the animals to their laboratory via routes and methods approved in the Animal Care and Use form. Consideration should be given to protecting the occupants of the building from allergies of animal origin, microorganisms, chemicals, radioactive materials and escaped animals. Animals are not to be moved through patient care areas or hospital corridors without specific review and approval by the IACUC. In general, animals should be moved to laboratories by the least public, most direct route, avoiding patient areas and public elevators to the extent possible.
University of Florida Animal Care Services (UF ACS) can provide transportation of all species in a University vehicle. Transportation must be in accordance with federal, state and local regulations. USDA, State, and International Regulations governing the transport of animals are located at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/. The Investigator is required to complete the “Animal Care Services Shipping Animals to Other Institution Checklist and have it approved by one of the UF ACS veterinarians before shipping. The form is available on the UF ACS web site. Please contact one of the UF ACS veterinarians for current regulations on the transport of animals. When transporting animals infected with human pathogens or carcinogens, please contact the Safety Office for current regulations governing the transport of these animals.
Equipment/Supplies: Any equipment, supplies or other materials, which come in contact with animals, must be decontaminated prior to entering another animal facility. Equipment should be decontaminated by autoclaving or chlorine dioxide treatment, or other methods approved by
the Veterinary Medical Officer.
The following guidelines are to be followed when transporting animals:
· Animal Welfare Regulations (AWR) shall be followed in transporting regulated animals. 
· Temperature extremes are to be avoided when animals are transported and special precautions or postponement is required when temperatures are below 45 degrees F or above 85 degrees F. 
· Cargo areas used to transport animals must be cleaned and decontaminated as necessary to prevent contamination of future deliveries. 
· Transportation of animals is to be done in a direct and timely manner. 
· Filter tops must be on rodent cages. 
· Cages must not be stacked on top of each other if it interferes with ventilation. 
· Rodents should not be transported at a cage density of more than two times the standard housing density. 
· All exceptions to this policy must be in the approved ACORP and approved by the IACUC.
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