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APPENDIX B

Biological Materials Transport Procedures

PROCEDURES 

This policy is to prevent accidents and to ensure that patients, visitors, and employees are not exposed to biological materials during the transportation of such items. These procedures are designed to ensure compliance with local, state, and federal regulations concerning the transportation of biological materials. It must be noted that specific regulations of the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor (Bloodborne Pathogen regulation), and Centers for Disease Control) must be observed when shipping or transporting biological materials (many of them fall into the category of “dangerous goods”) outside of the NF/SGVHS Medical Center. For those instructions, please see VA Laboratory Safety Manual, or contact the facility Industrial Hygienist.  All employees who are involved in the transport or the preparation of dangerous goods for transport must be trained to do so, and must have a training certificate from the VA Research Service to ship biological materials outside of the Medical Center.  Contact the Research Service Laboratory Safety Office for information on the certificate.

It is the responsibility of the PI to ensure that all proper procedures are followed. General requirements for transport of biological materials at within the NF/SGVHS:

· Personnel transporting biological materials must be appropriately trained on the requirements of OSHA's Bloodborne Pathogen Standard when transporting human blood and body fluids and training specific to any individual pathogen being moved.

· Proper personal protective equipment shall be worn. At a minimum, a lab coat and gloves are required. Goggles must be worn while packaging and unpacking infectious material.

· Biological materials must be placed inside an appropriate leak proof primary container with a tight​-fitting lid. These containers should be plastic, glass, or metal. Amounts of liquid culture greater than 50 ml shall not be transported without approval of the Industrial Hygienist.

· Primary containers must be placed within a leak-proof, shatter-resistant secondary container.  

· The surface of the secondary container shall be easily cleaned. It must be labeled with the biohazard label if infectious materials are being moved. Rubbermaid or similar brand coolers or plastic boxes with tight-fitting lids may be used.

· Primary containers must be placed upright in the secondary must be used to assist with this.

· All packages containing infectious substances must be labeled with the contents and a name and phone number of the responsible party.

· Biological materials must be transported directly from the dispensing laboratory to the receiving laboratory without any stops in public areas such as offices, cafeterias, or restrooms. Transporters must use the most direct route possible, taking into consideration eating areas (such as the Canteen) and public areas (such as patient waiting rooms), which must be avoided.

The receiver of transported biological materials must be prepared to receive the materials. At a minimum, a lab coat, gloves, and safety goggles must be worn. The receiver shall have a plan to deal with damaged or broken primary containers. Forceps, a sharps container, and an appropriate disinfectant shall be available for decontamination and disposal of broken glass or plastic materials.

Special requirements for transporting liquid nitrogen:

· Use a plastic primary container.

· Use a secondary container capable of withstanding very cold temperatures.
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