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Patient Education Information Sheet 
North Florida/South Georgia 
Veterans Health System (NF/SGVHS)

Home Based Primary Care
Medical Foster Home Program
What is a Medical Foster Home?
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Medical Foster Homes are private homes in which a trained caregiver provides services to Veterans. A Medical Foster Home (MFH) can serve as an alternative to a nursing home. It may be suitable for Veterans eligible for medical care who require nursing home care but prefer a home-like family setting with fewer residents. The Veteran will have a private or semi-private room. It is presumed to be the Veterans permanent home. 
Medical Foster Homes have a trained caregiver on duty 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This caregiver can give one-to-one attention and carry out activities of daily living (e.g., bathing and getting dressed). The VA ensures that the caregiver is well trained to provide VA planned care and provides oversight. While living in a MFH, Veterans receive Home Based Primary Care services. Funding for the MFH is collaboration between the Veteran and his/her family or legal representative.
Medical Foster Home Criteria:
Homes must be:
· Owned or rented by the caregiver (CG) and must be the CG’s actual place of residence.

· Located, designed, equipped, and maintained to ensure a home-like setting and to give safe care and supervision for all residents. 

· Inspected and approved by Home Based Primary Care (HBPC) team and by a VA fire safety engineer.

· Meet state and local licensure requirements and rules. This includes construction, fire, maintenance, and sanitation regulations.

Caregivers must:

· Be open to the suggested background check and give two personal and one professional reference.

· Complete an application and be interviewed by the MFH Coordinator and other staff as needed.

· Be financially stable.

· Be at least 21 years old.

· Have had some experience caring for disabled and/or elderly people.

· Have a designated relief person.

· Be physically able to give the care needed and have a backup plan if they should become injured or ill.

· Be able to communicate with the HBPC team about the Veteran’s medical condition and follow the Veteran’s treatment plan.

· Ensure a friendly, home-like feeling in the home.

· Have a heart for caregiving, especially for Veterans.

Benefits:
· The Veteran will live in a safe and healing home.

· Social supports are increased.

· Home Based Primary Care and services are provided in the home.
· Costs less than a nursing home.

How to Obtain MFH Care:

· The patient’s provider must submit a computer consult to Home Based Primary Care and specify Medical Foster Home as reason for the referral.
Contact for Home Base Primary Care Medical Foster Home Program:

Tanya Fookes, LCWS MFH Program Coordinator
1601 SW Archer Road

Gainesville, Florida 32608

http://www.northflorida.va.gov/
(352) 376-1611, extension 6005
Or

Toll Free: (800) 324-8387 ext 6005
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Visit your NF/SGVHS Internet site at: 
http://www.northflorida.va.gov
Medical Foster Home Program
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