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Patient Education Information Sheet 

North Florida/South Georgia 
Veterans Health System (NF/SGVHS)

Villages: GI Section

Medication Information – GI Procedures
This list has information on the most common medications given to patients when they have outpatient GI procedures. The effects of these drugs may last up to 24 hours after you have been discharged.  For the next 24 hours, please DO NOT drive a car or operate other kinds of machinery. This may cause harm to you as well as to others. Also, please do not take any other pain medication or drink alcohol for at least 24 hours.

	

	IF THERE IS A CHECK MARK IN THE LEFT-HAND COLUMN, YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN THESE MEDICATIONS:
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	Used before procedures to lessen the perception of pain and make you sleepy.  Decreases severity of pain during endoscopic tests. Side Effects:  relaxation, floating feeling, confusion, low blood pressure, decreased breathing intensity, constipation, nausea, and vomiting.
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	Used before procedures to lessen the perception of pain and make you sleepy.  Decreases severity of pain during endoscopic tests. Side Effects:  relaxation, floating feeling, confusion, low blood pressure, decreased breathing intensity, constipation, nausea, and vomiting.
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	Used before procedures to lessen the perception of pain and make you sleepy.  Decreases severity of pain during endoscopic tests. Side Effects:  relaxation, floating feeling, confusion, low blood pressure, decreased breathing, constipation, nausea, and vomiting.
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	Used before procedures to lessen anxiety, make you sleepy, and help you forget events during endoscopic tests. 

Side Effects:  brief sedation, amnesia, floating feeling, confusion, low blood pressure, decreased breathing, constipation, nausea, vomiting, and hiccups.  There may be some irritation at the IV (intravenous) site.
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	Used before procedures as for treatment and prevention of nausea and vomiting. Can be used in conjunction to sedatives to increase the effects of sedative drugs. 

Side Effects:  sedation, sleepiness, dizziness, disturbed coordination, stomach distress, thickening of bronchial secretions.  
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	Used as an antifoaming agent.  It decreases the number of bubbles in the stomach and colon during procedures. Used to help get rid of excess gas in the GI tract after surgery.
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	Used to numb the back of the throat so the endoscope can move smoothly down the esophagus.

Side Effects: stinging, burning, redness and inflammation of the mouth and throat.
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Visit your NF/SGVHS Internet site at:   http://www.northflorida.va.gov               
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