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Patient Education Information Sheet 
North Florida/South Georgia 
Veterans Health System (NF/SGVHS)

Geri Dermatology Clinic
Skin Biopsy
What is a Skin Biopsy Procedure?

<<<A skin biopsy is a procedure where your caregiver takes a sample of your skin for testing. It may be necessary for you to have more than one skin biopsy. 

What should I do (or not do) after the procedure?
· Keep the bandage clean and dry for 24 hours.

· You may remove your bandage after 24 hours unless otherwise instructed by the provider.
·  After the dressing is removed, carefully wash the wound area with soap and water. 

· You may put a thin swipe of petroleum jelly on the site every day to reduce scarring.  You may need to reapply during the day. 

· You can expect healing in 2-3 weeks. 

· Wear sun protective clothing 

What should I do if I have bleeding?

If there is any bleeding, apply firm CONTINOUS pressure to the area for 20 minutes, if this does not stop the bleeding, call the contact number listed below or report to the emergency room.
Contact Telcare if:

· If you have any problems with the wound healing call Telcare for an appointment. 

· You have a fever.
· You have an increased swelling, redness, or bleeding from your wound.

· You have pain that does not go away, or is not helped by pain medicines.

· You have red lines on your skin coming from your wound area.

· You have yellowish or greenish drainage coming out of your wound.

Seek Care Immediately if: 
· Your bandage becomes soaked with blood, and you cannot stop the bleeding.

(See other side)

CONTACT NUMBERS:  
Telcare if you have any further question or concerns or need to make an appointment with your provider.  

Monday through Friday 8am-4pm call: 1-(800)988-5641 

After Hours 1-877-741-3400
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Visit your NF/SGVHS Internet site at: 
http://www.northflorida.va.gov
Skin Biopsy





JUNE 2013








