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Patient Education Information Sheet

North Florida/South Georgia
Veterans Health System (NF/SGVHS) 
Medical Administration Service, Details Section
VA Burial Benefits 
Burial in National Cemeteries:
Veterans may be buried in a VA national cemetery unless they have a dishonorable discharge.  Members of the Reserves and National Guard may be buried in a National Cemetery as long as they were eligible for retirement pay at the time they died.

Spouses and minor children may also be buried in a National Cemetery.  Minor children are those under 21 years of age.  Students under 23 years of age are included if they attend an approved school.  Unmarried adult children who are physically or mentally disabled and cannot support themselves may also be buried in a National Cemetery.

Gravesites cannot be reserved.  The funeral director or next of kin may make burial arrangements for a Veteran or dependent by contacting the National Cemetery where burial is desired.  Reservations made under earlier programs will be honored.

Headstones and Markers in National Cemeteries:

The VA will provide headstones or markers at no charge for honorably discharged Veterans.  Flat bronze, granite, or marble markers as well as upright granite marble headstones are offered.  The selected style must fit in with other markers in the cemetery.

Headstones and markers provided by the VA must include the name of the Veteran, branch of service, and years of birth and death, in that order.  Headstones may also have an authorized religious symbol as well as military grade, rate or rank, war service, full birth and death dates, military awards and civilian and Veteran memberships.   When buried in a national, state, or military cemetery, an application for a VA provided headstone must be made to the VA.  Mail or Fax a completed VA form 40-1330 along with a copy of the Veteran’s military service discharge (DD214) paper to: 

Mail:
Memorial Programs Service (403)



Department of Veterans Affairs

810 Vermont Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20420

Presidential Memorial Certificates:

Certificates signed by the President to recognize military service of honorably discharged deceased Veterans can be issued upon request.  Fax or Mail a completed VA Form 40-0427, Request for Presidential Certificate.   This form can be obtained online at www.va.gov or from a State or County Veterans Service Officer.

Mail:
Department of Veterans Affairs


Fax:  (800)455-7143

National Cemetery Administration (403A)

810 Vermont Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20420
Military Funeral Honors:

The Department of Defense will provide military funeral honors for the military and eligible Veterans.  This consists of folding and presenting the U. S. flag and the playing of Taps.  There will be two or more uniformed members of the armed forces present.   At least one member will be from the service in which the deceased Veteran had served. 
Survivor Benefits:

Surviving spouses may receive Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) payments or Non Service Connected Pension for Widows and Widowers.  To see if you are eligible, call your State or County Veterans Service Officer or the VA Regional Office (1-800-827-1000).

In addition, you should contact the Social Security Administration (1-800-772-1213) for information about survivor’s benefits. 

Burial Flags:

The VA will provide a U. S. flag for the casket or urn of the Veteran.  For lost military discharge papers (DD214), fax a completed SF 180 to the National Archives (1-314-801-0764) to receive an emergency copy.

VA Reimbursement of Burial Expenses:

Depending upon the Veterans eligibility status, the VA may reimburse:

· up to $722 for burial expenses if the Veterans death was not service-connected 

· burial expenses up to $2000 if the Veteran’s death was service-connected

· up to $722 toward the cost of a burial plot if the Veteran is not buried in a National Cemetery  

· the cost of transportation from a VA Medical Center to the burial site

If you have more questions, please call the Details Clerk at: 

· Gainesville - Monday – Friday 7:30 am – 4 pm

· 352-374-6006 or 1-800-324-8387 ext. 6006 

· After hours or on weekends and holidays  1-800-324-8387 ext. 6724

· Lake City – Monday – Friday 7:30 am – 4 pm

· 386-754-7272 or 1-800-308-8387 ext. 2050

· After hours or on weekends or holidays, call 1-800-308-8387 ext. 2058
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Visit your NF/SGVHS Internet site at: 
http://www.northflorida.va.gov
VA Burial Benefits
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