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Policy on Environmental Enrichment for Rabbits and Rodents in the Veterinary Medical Unit
Reference(s):
· Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Guide), NRC, 2011
Background:
The primary aim of environmental enrichment is to enhance animal well-being by providing animals with sensory and motor stimulation, through structures and resources that facilitate the expression of species typical behaviors and promote psychological well-being through physical exercise, manipulative activities, and cognitive challenges according to species-specific characteristics (p.52-53).
Policy: Social animals (rats, mice, rabbits) will be housed in pairs or groups unless: 1) a scientific rationale is provided in the ACORP and approved by the IACUC, 2) there is a medical condition as diagnosed by the VMO which requires single housing or 3) cagemate incompatibility as assessed by the VMO. In addition, each mouse cage will be provided with nesting material, such as Nestlets, to promote species typical behavior. Singly house rodents will be provided with an additional chewable or manipulable object such as a Nylabone.  Rabbits, whether single or pair housed, will be provided either a chewable or manipulative object such as a nylon ball, alfalfa cube, or other item which can be replenished or sanitized weekly or supplemental bedding such as straw. In addition, supplemental food items (e.g. leafy green vegetables, carrots, hay, etc.) will be provided multiple times a week as described in the species specific husbandry SOP. Enrichment items can vary at the discretion of the VMO.
Exceptions: Certain studies such as behavioral, toxicology and nutrition research may be confounded by additional bedding or cage structures. Investigators who must singly cage animals and feel that enrichment materials may confound their research objectives must provide justification in the ACORP and have it approved by the IACUC . Exceptions to the policy are reviewed and approved by the IACUC for committee action.
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